EDYPA

O AOPOG «=UAOKATTPO» N «=UNOKATTPAY, ATTOTEAEL TUM A AOPOTEIPAG
TIOL EICEPXETAL OTNV TTEdIASA TNG AXEPOLOIAG Yia VA KATAAAEEL KOVTA
OTNV GUUBOAN TOL TIOTAUOL AXEPOVTA LE TOV TTAPAOTapo Kwkutd. H
TTIPOIOTOPIKF) AKPOTTOAN, TTOL CLIETAL OTNV KOPUPF TOL AOPOL, TAVTICE-
TaLano TNV £pguva Le TV EpuPA, COUPWVA LE TNV TOTIOYPAPIA TNG TTE-
PLOXNG, GANA KAl TIG AVAPOPEG TWV apxXaiwv mywv (©ouvkudidng, Miv-
85apog K.A.), EVW) TO TOTIWVULILO AVAPEPETAL CLXVA KAl oTa OpUNPIKA £TTN.
ZOppwva e Ta avackapika edopéva, N EQupa akpddel kata Ty
'Yotepn Emoxr Tou Xahkoo (1406 at. 11.X.) He Tnv miapouoia Muknvaiwv
arfoikwv. H avBpwrmvn Tapoucia oTov xwpeo cuvexiceTtal ue BeBatdtn-
TA PEXPL KAL TV EMNVICTIKA TTEpiodo (3o at. T.X.).

Tpelg eMAANAoL TTEPIBOAOL ATTOTEAOLV TO KUPIOTEPO XAPAKTNPIOTIKO
TOUL APXAUOAOYIKOUL XWPOUL. O EEWTEPIKOG KAL O LECAIOG, KATAOKELACTN-
KQV LE TNV <KUKAWTTEIO» TEXVIKH TOV 140 1) ToV TTPWIHO 130 al. T1.X., eV 0
ATTOOTIACHATIKA CWTOHEVOG TTEPIBOAOG TNG KOPLPNG AVAKEL XPOVOAOYI-
KA OTNV TIPWILN EMNVIOTIKNA TTEpiodo. O MpwTog TTEPIBoAog Bswpsital
OXUPWHATIKOG KA PEPEL LVNHEIAKOL XAPAKTAPA EICOB0-TTOAN, OTNV VO-
Tl MeLPA ToL. O §UTEPOG TTEPIBOAOG XAPAKTNPICETAL AVAANNFIHATIKOG,
KABWGE OTO AVENPO TTOL CLYKPATEL EVIOTIOONKAV TA KLPLOTEPA HVNUEIQ
TOUL APXAULOAOYIKOUL XUWPOU. MPOKEITAL YIA TPELG TTPOICTOPIKOVG TAPIKOUE
TOPBoLG NG Yotepng Emoxng tou XaikoL. Katéd Toug ENNVICTIKOUG
XPOVOULG, BOPELA TWV TOUBWY KATACKELACTNKE HEYAAO 0PBOYWVIO KTH-
plo. AlGoTIaPTa OTOV APXAIOAOYIKO XWwpo Slacwdovtal UTTOASipuata
KTNPIWV 1) AWV KATACKELWV TIOL SEV EXOLV LEXPL OTIYLNG EPELVNOEL
Tpitog MEPIBOAOG CWIETAL ATTOCTIAOUATIKA TNV KOPUP TOL AOPOL.

EPHYRA

The hill of Xylokastro or Xylokastra is part of the hillside which enters
the plain of Acherusian to end up near the confluence of the Acheron
River and its tributary Kokytos. The prehistoric acropolis on the hill of
Xylokastro has been identified as ancient Ephyra based on historical
references by Thucydides. The name is mentioned in other ancient
sources and its presence in the Homeric epics is quite common.
Ephyra, according to archaeological evidence, flourished during the Late
Bronze Age (14th century BC) with the presence of Mycenaean settlers.
Human presence can be detected also during the Hellenistic Period.
The three successive enclosures are the main feature of the site. Outer
and mid enclosures were constructed with the "Cyclopean" technique in
the 14th orinthe early 13th century BC, while the fragmentary surviving en-
closure of the hill belongs to the early Hellenistic Period. The first enclo-
sure is considered to be defensive and has a monumental entrance gate
on the south side. The second enclosure, is considered to be a retaining
wall, as its terrace contains the main monuments of the site. These are
three prehistoric burial tumuli of the Late Bronze Age. During the Hellenis-
tic Period, north of the tumuli, a big rectangular building was constructed.
Scattered remains of buildings or other structures are not yet investigat-
ed. The third enclosure is preserved fragmentarily on the top ofthe hill
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O APXAIOAOIIKOZ XQPOZ
TOY NEKPOMANTEIOY
TOY AXEPONTA

To ENNVICTIKO GLUYKPOTNUA OTNV KOPUPT TOL A6-
@ou Tou Tiiou MPoSPOHoL EpsLVABNKE ArO TOV
kaBnyntn . Adkapn, uTTo TNV alyida Tng ev ABRvaig
ApxatoAoylkng Etaipsiag kat tou lMavemotnuiouv
lwavvivwy. H avBpwrivn Trapoucia 6To AOpo TEKHN-
puwvetal nén aréd tnv 'Yotepn Emoxn tou XaAkoL
(160¢ - 11og at. 11.X.), oTTOTE Kal XPOVOAOYOLVTAL TPELG
TAPEC, KEPALLKI KAL TTOIKIAQ UKPOAVTIKEIMEVA.
STOLG EMNNVIOTIKOUG XPOVOUG XPOVOAOYEITAL TO Op-
Boywviag KAtoPng cLYKPATNUA, LE IOXLPO TTEPIBO-
Ao Kal €l0080 ot BOpeld TMAELPA. STO AVATOAIKO
TUAMA (TEAN 40U - apxeg 3ouL at T.X.) BplokeTal To
KEVTPIKO KTAPLO, LIE LTTOYELQ AlBoLaa, TO OTTOIO TTEPL-
BaAAstal amd 81adpopoLg Kal BondnTika dwudtia.
3TO SUTIKO TUNUA, TTOL TTPOOTEBNKE OTA TEAN TOUL
3ou at. MX., BplokeTal LTTAiBPIOC XWPOG, LOXLPOG
TTOPYOG, XWEOL BIAUOVAG Kat armodrkeuonc. To ouy-
KPOTNHA TTUPTTOARBNKE TOV 20 dl. TI.X. KAl OTN CLVE-
XElQ 0TAdlaKA sykataleipOnke. O Z. Aakapng, oL~
PWVA LIE TIG IOTOPIKEG Kl PINOAOYIKEG TTNYEG KAl TA
TolKiAa suprpata (slwAla MNepos@dvng, Snuntpla-
KOl KapTTol K.A.), TAVTIOE TA EPEITIA E TO PUIOUEVO
NekpopavTeio Tou AxEpovta. AlAPOPETIKY gival n
gpunveia tou MeppavoL pguvntr D. Baatz, 0 omoiog
BsWpPNOE OTILTTPOKELTAL YIA OXLPR AYPOLKIa.

Metd tov 150 awwva 18pLubnke n Movn Ayiou lwavvn
tou Mpodpodpouv Aukolpsang i Movr ®avesZag, -
VAITIKO PETOXL, UE CNUAVTIKA akivntn meplovoia. To
LOVAOTAPL, LE KABOAIKO KAl KEALA 0TO BOPELO TUAKA,
mepIBaANOTaV armo vywnAo pavépototxo. O vaiokog,
LE KWBWVOOTACIO 0Tn SUTIKN OYn, ToKoyPApren-
KE, OLUPWVA HE XAUEVN OAUEPA ETypadr, ota
1740, and Toug adeppolc NikoAao kal O@66wpo
a6 to AoZgtot lwavvivwy. —
510 a' oo ToL 190V AlWVA KATACKELACTNKE S1WPO-
PN oxLPM KAToIKia (KOLALA). ZToV 6POPO BpickovTav
Ol XWPOL SLAKOVHG, LE KEVTPIKT E0TIA KAL OTO LOOYELO
0 KUPLOG ATTOONKEVTIKOC XWPOG. TOV AHUVTIKO Xapa-
KTAPA TOL KTNPIOL PAVEPWVEL O TTVPYOG OTN VOTIOA-
VATOAKN ywvia Tng owkiag, kataxbotpa mavw arod
TNV KEVTPIKA 10080 TOL LOOYEIOL KAl TTEPIUETPIKEG
TUPEKIOBLPISEG. Katda Ta £tn 2011-2015 To KTAPLO
AroKATACTABNKE Kdal ASITOLPYEL TTAE0V WG EKO=oIa-
KOG XWPOG.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
OF THE NEKROMANTEION
OF ACHERON

The Hellenistic complex on the top of Timios
Prodromos’ hill was excavated by professor S. Dakaris,
with the support of the Archaeological Society of
Athens and the University of loannina. Human
presence on the hill is verified since the Late Bronze
Period (16th - 11th century B.C.) by three burials, clay
pottery and various small findings.

The rectangular ground plan complex of Hellenistic
Period has a strong enclosure wall and an entrance at

~the northern part. The eastern part (late 4th - early 3rd

century B.C.) consists of the main building with the
underground hall and the surrounding corridors and
auxiliary rooms. At the western part, an extension
added to the initial building during the late 3rd
century B.C., there are an open area, a fortified tdWer,
storage rooms and residences. The complex was
torched on the 2nd century B.C. and gradually it was
abandoned. S. Dakaris identified the complex as the
famous Nekromanteion of the Acheron, according
to the historical and philological sources and the
various fir{dings (idols of Persephone, grains etc.).
A different interpretation of the German researcher
D. Baatz considers it to be a fortified rural house.
After the 15th century, the Monastery of Ag. loannis
Prodromos of Lykouresi or Monastery of Thaneza, a
metochion of Mount Sinai with a large property was
established. The Katholikon and the cells of the
Monastery on its northern part were surrounded by a
high enclosure wall. The small chapel had its belfry at
its western side and was frescoed in 1740 by the
siblings Nikolaos and Theodoros from Lozetsi of
loannina, according to an inscrip'tioh'that no longer
exists. S
During the first half of the 19th century a two-storey
fortified house (koulia) was constructed. On the first
floor, there was the residence area with the fireplace,
while on the ground floor there was the main storage
room. The defensive character of the building is
proved by the tower, located at the southeastern
edge of the house, the murder-hole above the main
entrance of the ground floor and the loophole
embrasures around the walls. The building was
restored during the years 2011-2015 and houses an
exhibition open to the public.
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